
My trip to Gressenhall and Dreamy Hollow by Arlo 

First, a lady called Rachel and a man called Jim introduced themselves to us. After that, Jim 

took us to the old classroom and gave us a lesson of what it was like one hundred years ago. 

Jim showed us how to use an abacus, wat a dunce hat was and how to use a slate and 

marker, he also wanted to check if our hands were dirty. He also taught us about Christopher 

Columbus with this song: In fourteen hundred and ninety-two, Columbus sailed the ocean blue, 

four ships he used to sail the sea, The Pinto the Nina and The Santa Marie. Soon after, we 

went to see Rachel to take us to the workhouse. 

 

First, we looked at the statues outside the workhouse. Rachel told us about the statues and 

how they were a very poor family and how the father, Christopher Hye, and his family, his 

wife who died had eight children, but Christopher had an extremely small house with no 

furniture and just straw on the floor, so he gave all his children except one, his eldest son, to 

the workhouse, so that he and his son could go to get a job some were to get money for 

furniture and a bed. Soon after he got a job he started to bring his children back one by one. 

Then Rachel took us into the workhouse and showed us a model of the house after they got 

all the furniture and equipment. Soon after, she took us into the old Workhouse kitchen and 

told us about all the wooden plates and how the workers only got gruel, butter and bread 

and meat once a weak. After that, she told us about a girl called Harriet who hated being at 

the Workhouse and even tried to set the place alight and got sent to prison, then the asylum, 

then back to the workhouse at least five times and then disappeared for nearly 23 years, came 

back with a husband and 2 children. Later Rachel took us out side to see the boys and men’s 

playground and try to see if our initials were carved into the wall, and I found three A.J.s and 

two T.C.s on the wall. Soon after, we went round to see the women’s playground and the 

washing factory and how a woman tried to throw bread over the wall to her children  

                                                                                                                        

  


